
May 28, 2026

President Donald J. Trump
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania NW
Washington, DC 20500

Attorney General Todd Blanche
U.S. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, DC 20530

Inspector General Caryl Brzymialkiewicz
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear President Trump, Attorney General Blanche, and Inspector General Brzymialkiewicz:

We write to object to your administration’s unrelenting campaign to sabotage America’s offshore wind industry. The 
decision to pay off energy companies with taxpayer dollars to cancel projects that would have created high-paying jobs, 
strengthened American energy independence, and lowered costs for families is especially alarming at a time when your 
administration’s war with Iran is destabilizing energy markets and fueling rampant inflation. Crucially, the circumstances 
surrounding these deals indicate a concerted effort by the government to bribe companies to get out of the offshore wind 
market.

Your administration agreed to pay TotalEnergies nearly $1 billion after the company relinquished offshore wind leases in 
the Carolina Long Bay and New York Bight regions in order to redirect roughly the value of those leases into oil, natural 
gas, and liquefied natural gas (LNG) projects. The administration has since conducted a similar exchange with Bluepoint 
Wind and Golden State Wind, offering nearly $900 million more in lease reimbursements for fossil fuel investments. 
These arrangements require the United States to reimburse the companies dollar-for-dollar up to the amount paid for the 
wind leases.

The use of congressionally appropriated funds, potentially in violation of the Antideficiency Act1, to pay private 
companies to cancel clean energy projects on the condition that they invest in fossil fuel ventures appears to be quid pro 
quo. Your stated commitments to the fossil fuel sector prior to and during this administration provide clear evidence of 
your intentions. In May 2024, you convened an “energy roundtable” with oil and gas executives where you offered to roll 
back environmental regulations and support the fossil fuel industry in exchange for $1 billion in campaign funds.2 That 
same month, you raised tens of millions of dollars from the fossil fuel sector in Texas, promising special treatment and 
record investment for that state’s industry.3

Your clear favoritism toward fossil fuels is further evidenced by your actions to undermine offshore wind prior to these 
deals. On your first day in office, you directed agencies not to issue new approvals, rights of way, permits, leases, or loans
for onshore or offshore wind projects pending review. A federal judge later struck down this permitting halt as unlawful 
and arbitrary, finding that your administration had failed to provide reasoned explanations for these actions. When you 
were unable to muster a sound legal defense of your administration’s actions, you immediately pivoted to this payment 
scheme.

1 https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2026/4/whitehouse-launches-investigation-into-trump-administration-s-nearly-1-
billion-payoff-to-totalenergies-to-abandon-offshore-wind-projects
2 https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/05/09/trump-oil-industry-campaign-money/
3 https://www.reuters.com/world/us/promising-pipelines-fracking-trump-rakes-millions-texas-fundraisers-2024-05-23/ 

https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2026/4/whitehouse-launches-investigation-into-trump-administration-s-nearly-1-billion-payoff-to-totalenergies-to-abandon-offshore-wind-projects
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2026/4/whitehouse-launches-investigation-into-trump-administration-s-nearly-1-billion-payoff-to-totalenergies-to-abandon-offshore-wind-projects
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/promising-pipelines-fracking-trump-rakes-millions-texas-fundraisers-2024-05-23/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/05/09/trump-oil-industry-campaign-money/


You have furnished these reimbursements through the Department of Justice’s (DOJ) Judgment Fund, which was created 
to pay valid judgement and settlements where the United States is the defendant. The details of these agreements make 
clear that your payment structure does not meet the statutory requirements governing use of the Judgment Fund: DOI has 
identified no final judgment, Attorney General-approved compromise of a referred claim, or money-damages liability that
would make this payment eligible for the Judgment Fund under 31 U.S.C. § 1304 or 28 U.S.C. § 2414.4 

In order to properly conduct congressional oversight of these transactions, we require answers to the following questions 
by June 1, 2026:

1. Did the President personally direct, approve, encourage, or participate in discussions concerning the termination of 
offshore wind leases, any reimbursement or settlement arrangement with offshore wind lessees, or any requirement 
that leaseholders redirect capital into oil, gas, LNG, or other fossil-fuel projects?

2. Identify every White House, DOI, BOEM, DOJ, Treasury, Office of Management and Budget (OMB), Department of
Energy (DOE), Department of Defense (DoD), and outside-party participant involved in developing, reviewing, 
approving, or negotiating this agreement.

3. Identify the specific statutory authority that permits DOI to cancel any offshore wind lease under these circumstances,
including Lease No. OCS-A 0545 and Lease No. OCS-A 0538, and the specific statutory authority that permits the 
United States to reimburse any leaseholder for prior lease payments.

4. Did any administration official tell any offshore wind leaseholder that its lease would be cancelled regardless of 
whether the leaseholder accepted a reimbursement, settlement, or capital-redirection arrangement?

5. Did any administration official tell any offshore wind leaseholder, directly or indirectly, that accepting such an 
arrangement would avoid litigation, regulatory delay, enforcement action, or other adverse federal action?

6. What kind of legal commitment must TotalEnergies, or any other leaseholder offered similar deals, provide before 
receiving reimbursement?

7. Do any such agreements contain enforcement provisions if a leaseholder fails to make qualifying investments, 
mischaracterizes already planned expenditures as new investments, or later reenters the U.S. offshore wind market?

8. Who within the federal government will determine whether claimed fossil-fuel expenditures qualify for 
reimbursement or satisfy the conditions of any such agreement?

9. Did the administration obtain a written fiscal-law opinion addressing the Antideficiency Act, the Purpose Statute, the 
Judgment Fund, Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (OCSLA), and any applicable appropriations restrictions before 
entering into the agreement?

10. Did any official obligate or promise federal funds before an appropriation, apportionment, allotment, or other lawful 
funding source had been identified and approved?

11. Identify any and all similar reimbursement arrangements to other offshore wind leaseholders. Identify each company, 
lease, proposed payment amount, proposed conditions, and status of negotiations.

12. Did any administration official communicate with fossil-fuel executives, trade associations, lobbyists, donors, 
campaign officials, transition officials, or outside political advisers about using taxpayer funds to cancel offshore 
wind projects or redirect private capital into fossil-fuel projects?
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13. Did any person or entity that stood to benefit from the agreement make, solicit, bundle, discuss, or promise campaign 
contributions, political expenditures, inaugural contributions, business opportunities, or other things of value 
connected to the administration or its allies?

14. Did any federal official involved in any such agreement have a financial interest, prior employment relationship, 
prospective employment relationship, investment, business relationship, or other conflict involving an affected 
offshore wind leaseholder, Rio Grande LNG, fossil-fuel companies, offshore wind competitors, or other affected 
energy-sector entities?

15. Identify steps the administration will take to suspend disbursement until Congress, GAO, Treasury, and the DOI 
Inspector General have reviewed the legality of the agreement.

16. Provide all documentation, including but not limited to transcripts, meeting notes, emails, memoranda, legal opinions,
payment certifications, draft agreements, press drafts, and other recorded communications with TotalEnergies or 
other offshore wind lessees from January 20, 2025, to the present relating to offshore wind lease cancellation, 
reimbursement, settlement, national security concerns, fossil-fuel investment commitments, or similar arrangements.

Thank you for your attention to this issue. We look forward to your prompt response.

Sincerely,

Deborah K. Ross
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Robert C. "Bobby" Scott
Member of Congress

Jimmy Panetta
Member of Congress

Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress

Joe Courtney
Member of Congress

Valerie P. Foushee
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress
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John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Mike Levin
Member of Congress

Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Mike Quigley
Member of Congress

Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress
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